Alby with Thwaite Parish Council - Parishioner and Public Participation Policy

Objectives: There are 2
1) To encourage and promote public attendance at formal parish council meetings and participation in the public speaking part of the meeting.
2) To provide clear information for members of the parish council and the public about the rules to be followed concerning public speaking at meetings.
Parish council meetings Parishioner and Public Participation Policy
a) Meetings of the parish council are NOT public meetings. They are meetings held in public so the community can observe the decision making process. There is no requirement in law to provide an opportunity for the public to question the council or make oral representations at a meeting but Alby with Thwaite Parish Council welcomes the opportunity to provide a short public speaking session at all formal meetings.
b) The public speaking time will take place at the beginning before the start of the formal meeting.
c) All communication will be through the chair. Councilors may not address questions raised by members of the public except through or with the permission of the Chair. Members of the public may not address individual councilors except through, and with the permission of the chair. The Chair’s decision on any issue related to public participation is final. Councilors and members of the public must respect the role of the Chair and may be asked to leave if in the opinion of the Chair they breach this guidance in a way that disrupts the orderly conduct of the meeting.
d) If more than one member of the public wishes to speak on the same topic then they should nominate one person to speak on their behalf. This will avoid duplication and make the best use of the public participation period.
e) The period of time designated for public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 15 minutes in total unless directed by the chairman of the meeting.
f) A member of the public shall not speak for more than 3 minutes.
g) The chair will decide whether an immediate response will be given at the meeting, whether a written response will be made or whether the item will be forward as an item on the agenda for the next meeting. If a written response is required it will be provided within 15 working days (IE weekends excluded)
h) The Chairman reserves the right not to answer a question if it is felt inappropriate, offensive or falls outside the jurisdiction of the council. 17th June2026.
