


ALBY WITH THWAITE PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Lottie Ferrier 
Email: albythwaitepc@gmail.com

Draft Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on Thursday 26th February 2026
 at 7PM at Aldborough Community Centre.

Present:	Chairman – Will Cutts; Vice Chairman – Angus Mackenzie 
Councillors:  Sheila Goodley; David Keeble; Clare McNamara, Claire Knight
Clerk – Lottie Ferrier  
Members of the public – 1

1. Apologies for absence 
None


2. Declarations of interest for items on the Agenda
Chair has a declaration of interest for item 8 on the Agenda. Vice chair will chair the meeting for this item. 

3. To agree the minutes of the previous meeting of the 4th December 2025
Minutes are agreed subject to the change of price increase change from £29 to £34 to £29 to £33 to reflect the 13% increase, not 17%. 

4. Matters arising not included in Agenda 
The Chair explains one of the ponds has gone dry despite the constant rainfall. It has been serviced and maintained by the Rangers and it is believed the pond liner was broken during maintenance work and crassula removal. It is a migrating spot for the toads. 
One of the parishioners has emailed the Rangers to explain the situation. 

Vice chair explains that the 3rd signatory process needs to start again. 

Cllr. McNamara thanks the clerk for taking comprehensive minutes. 

5. Finance Matters

5.1 Accounts 
Balance as of today: 
Community £1154.90
Business Premium: £4585.77

£1000 was transferred from Business Premium to Community pre-empting the bus shelter repairs.

6. Brief Intermission for Parishioner Questions 

Parishioner explains that the toads are already on the move and 4 great crested newts, which are protected species, have been collected and put into the middle pond on Thwaite Common.

It was mentioned during the May Parish Council meeting that John Service was going to carry on with the removal of the crassula and was going to email over a plan for the year. Parishioner queries whether this has been sent. 
Chair explains that he has not received anything. He intends to have a pointed conversation with Mrs Gedge from the Rangers in order to rectify the lack of activity on their behalf. Tar pooling has been left lying around and the crassula issue has not been resolved. 
One of the parishioners emailed the Rangers regarding the tar pooling which had been ‘dumped’ and received the response that the tar pooling would not be seen once the grass has grown and that it may be used again. This is however obviously not the case in the winter when the grass dies down.
Parishioner explains that crassulae removal technique used on the common has never worked to her knowledge in this country. The technique with the most success seems to be using Glyphosate first then cover it up and fill it in. The next step is to dig another pond nearby, take the spoil out of that and put it into the original pond. 

Parishioner explains that it was stated that CPRE newsletters would be put up on the website. Chair explains he will look into it. Cllr. Knight queries what the direct benefits to the parish.  
Action: Chair to find out what direct benefits are of CPRE and look into newsletters.

7. Parish Matters

7.1 Town Green Road Surface + Drain Repairs 
Clerk explains that progress is finally being made and is grateful to Cllrs. Penfold and Toye for attending the previous meeting and getting things moving. She has been corresponding with Justin Le May from Highways who has explained that the main C288 road (Town Green, Church Rd & Thwaite Hill) through Alby with Thwaite is included within our forthcoming countywide surface dressing programme (Apr – Sept 26) and will be assessed prior by the local (N2) Highways Technician for any remedial works.
 
Mud and silt around the drains is still causing issues and creating surface water. It is a particular problem along School Road and Goose Lane. There used to be a pond there, which alleviated the issue, however the farmer has ploughed it up so the water has nowhere to go. 

Action: Contact the land owner – Philida Hern possibly a tenant farmer. 

Town Green is still incredibly dangerous, Cllr. Goodley delivered the magazines today and cars were going extremely fast. 
Cllr. Mackenzie explains that the Speed Limit Survey would cost £3000 which is a large sum of money and he suggests putting a skip on the road in order to slow down the traffic. 
The overriding issue is that the ‘system’ demands accident / death data yet it is just that that the parish is trying to avoid by getting a reduced speed limit. The system is a reactive system. 
Chair suggests a petition. 
The tone of the letter from Justin Le May suggests it is a waste of time trying to change the speed limit as the parish does not meet the criteria. 
Little Barnigham does not meet the requirements either, yet has managed to get a reduced speed limit. 
Cllr. Goodley explains people on Town Green could be approached and asked if they would be willing to put speed limit signs on their bins / in their gardens.

Action: Cllr. Mackenzie to look into signage options 
Action: Cllr. Goodley will pop a letter through the Town Green doors.

7.2 Bus Shelter Repairs 
Cllr. Keeble explains that the works have taken longer than expected and progress is rather slow. 
The contractor has found some free of charge parts in order to replace the rusted parts. A parishioner who did the initial installation and has kindly donated them. 
Action: Cllr. Keeble to get in touch with the contractor in order to move things on.

The bus shelter on the opposite side of the road is being renovated and added to with bike parking. 
Action: Cllr. Keeble to find out if light is working in the bus shelter.



7.3 Internal Audit Update 
We have an internal audit report, which was kindly done by Roger Canwell. 

Assertion 10 – which we were completely unaware of as a parish. The clerk got a quote which seemed very high and itemised the website, which is already gov.uk. 
Action: Clerk to contact Norfolk ALC regarding assertion 10 requesting guidelines / support programme for compliance. 

7.4 Aldborough School Parking 
Cllr. McNamara had a conversation with Mr Barclay who has done the footpath on the other side. Mr Barclay believes it is owned by Toby, including the sports pitch. County Council owns the land at the back of the school.
Cllr. McNamara queries why County Council does not put in a car park. 
The Aldborough Community Centre has offered its car park to the parents for drop off / collection.  
Cones at the school are helping but parents are parking at the top of Middle Hill. School gate chatter seems to be holding up the traffic rather than the cars. The disruption of the banks is the main issue. 
If the top of the field was made into a car park, they would need to put in a second gate. 
Action: Cllr. Knight will email Guy Fisk regarding the issue. 

7.5 CPRE membership 
Action: Chair is going to get newsletter information and find out membership details. Renewal is £60.

8. Planning Matters

8.1 Update on Planning Outcomes
· 1 Walpole barns 
The council submitted an objection to this planning application. 
There were 10 objections in total.

9. Any Other Business
Cllr. Keeble queries the management of the culverts and queries whether as a parish, we have a say in the digging of culverts. There seems very little thought that goes into the digging and local input would be very helpful for all. 
Cllr. Knight explains that the culverts opposite her house don’t empty into the ditch behind them which makes the culverts useless. Tractors seem to be digging them and accidentally catching phones lines / internet lines or pipes. 

Action: Clerk to find out who digs out the culverts on behalf of Highways and forward letter from parishioner. 

Cllr. Goodley raises the letter received by the parishioner regarding the tractor who has dug up the line.

Karl Barret has appealed the refusal for the eco house – Field View.

Action: Clerk to submit opposition.
Action: Chair to get in touch with Tony Moore, regarding the doors on the noticeboard. 

10. Next meeting date to be agreed 
7th May 2026

11. Close of meeting 
20.15

                                                                            Signed…………………………                                                              Date………………………
                                         Chairman of Alby with Thwaite Parish Council 





