



ALBY WITH THWAITE PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Lottie Ferrier 
Email: albythwaitepc@gmail.com

Draft Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on Thursday 4th September 2025
 at 7PM at Aldborough Community Centre.

Present:	Chairman – Will Cutts; Vice Chairman – Angus Mackenzie 
Councillors:  Sheila Goodley; David Keeble; Clare McNamara 
Clerk – Lottie Ferrier  
Members of the public – 6

1. Apologies for absence 
Cllr. Knight is unable to attend as her father is very unwell. 

2. Declarations of interest for items on the Agenda
None.

3. To agree the Minutes of the previous meeting of the 22nd May 2025
Minutes are agreed. Chair signs the minutes.

4. Matters arising not included in Agenda 
Vice chairman explains that he is in the process of assigning the clerk as the third signatory on the account. 

Chair explains that Thwaite Common has been cut. 
The campsite has a dog bin and services it themselves. 
Erpingham Parish Council also has a dog bin which is mixed with normal waste and the bill is £1000 for both a standard bin and a dog bin.
Action: Chair to get in touch with NNDC regarding the cost. 

5. Finance Matters
5.1 Accounts 
Community: £395.11
 Business Premium Savings: £4322.86

6. Brief Intermission for Parishioner Questions 
None.

7. Parish Matters

7.1 Aldborough School Parking Update
Cllr. Keeble explains that signs have gone up before and after the bridge. We do not know whether the cones have been put into place. Signs are apparently very wordy. 
Update needed on the school plans for proceeding with more car parking. 

Action: Cllr. Mackenzie to write an email to headmistress. 
Action: Clerk to invite headmistress to the next parish meeting. 







7.2 Speeding at Town Green
Parishioner 1 explains that they have lived in the village 9 years, and in that time she has seen a marked change in the use of the road outside their house. With google maps being widely used, a relatively quiet country road is being used by a wider group of road users. 

The change in shopping habits since Covid has significantly increased the amount of delivery drivers who are consistently racing through Town Green to meet challenging time targets. They create both physical and visibility obstructions along the road by pulling up on the pavements.  
Living in a countryside means that the small country road is also used by both slow and fast-moving agricultural vehicles along with all other road users, yet each of them has different needs and motivations. 

According to planning criteria, in order to obtain a 30 mph speed limit, there needs to be over 20 houses which cover a distance of 600 metres, yet Town Green falls just under on both accounts. 
Street lamps which indicate a density of homes are also a factor for eligibility, yet this is inconstantly applied. Both Bodham and High Kelling have 30 mph speed limits, yet neither have street lamps. 

Town Green has a big variety of residents, including children and infants. Teenagers who’s parents don’t consider it safe to allow them to walk along a 60 mph road to Alby with no footpath to get the bus to college. There are both dogs and horses. Horses who now can no longer be ridden along the road. 
Elderly people who are nervous pulling out of their drive, for obvious reasons. The road is clear both ways one second, but a car or van comes roaring round the blind bend at 60 mph and has to slow down very quickly to avoid a collision. 
Previous attempts to resolve the issue have been to install a speed camera, however this misses the point entirely. Drivers are not exceeding the speed limit, the speed limit on this road is simply wrong for the community it passes through. 

The residents also have much loved pets, which is a big part of the parishioners’ drive to reignite the fight for the change is the speed limit. 
The parishioners’ beloved 5-year-old cat was hit and killed by a fast car outside her house 9 days previously. This was sadly not the first family pet to have been killed on this road, and the chance of the next victim being a child is becoming more likely every day that the speed limit is not changed. 

AA foundation found that the risk of severe injury for a pedestrian struck at: 
31 mph = 50 % risk of severe injury 
46 mph = 90 % risk of severe injury 

AA foundation found that the risk of death for a pedestrian at: 
32 mph = 25% risk of death
58 mph = 90% risk of death

The road planning of Town Green needs to take into account the road use as it is now, not as it was. The speed limit for the road was set prior to the increase in vehicles and delivery drivers. 

Parishioner invites the Parish Council to take action and not to wait for more loss of life or serious injury of family pets or worse yet, a serious collision or accident involving a pedestrian. 

Parishioner 2 explains that every single drain along the road is blocked – there is no standing water clearance and the road is in a dangerous state of disrepair. 

Road signs have been turned 90 degrees due to collision from trucks or farm vehicles as the road is too narrow for passing. Parishioner explains he counted 20 sets of skid marks a month ago, which have now been dissolved by the rain. 



Parishioner explains he is a CPC instructor and he is also a trained health and safety advisor and he is more than happy to work with the council to address the road surface issue. 

The council is able to reduce the speed limit by 10 miles per hour by going on the government website – DVSA ‘locally set speed limit’.  This would improve the stopping distance of a car by 60 / 70 feet.

Parishioner 1 explains that the wedding venue has also bought lots of new people to the area who do not know the roads, get lost, do U-turns on the road and cause obstructions. 

Chair states that it took a death at Alby Crafts to bring the speed limit down to 40MPH. This is exactly what the council and residents are trying to avoid. 

Grain and animal trucks regularly drive on that road. They are 44-ton trucks and take 240 metres to stop at 55MPH on a wet road. None of these stopping distances apply however as the road surface is so damaged. 

Parishioners have contacted Highways regarding the drains. It is thought that they have only been cleared 2/3 times in the last 10 years. 

Parishioner 2 has taken 70 photos of damage on the road from the sign for Town Green. 30/40% of the Town Green road has no wearing course which means it has no grip in wet weather. 

Parishioner 3 explains that the road has 5 blind bends coming from the A140, some of which are on crossroads. Road signs are damaged and others are hidden by overgrown hedges. 

Cllr. Goodley states that the facts and figured collected by the residents need to be presented to NNDC. Parishioner 2 volunteers his services. 

Cllr. Goodley explains that another meeting with Highways is needed. 
Chair explains that the council will not give up. A letter must be written to our MP and Highways. 

Action: Clerk to make contact with both John Toye and Sean Penfold. 

Parishioner 4 explains she was hit side on by a van who couldn’t stop. Parishioner 2 explains he knows of two other accidents that have happened on the Town Green road.  

Action: Parishioners to gather accident data from the residents. 
Action: Clerk to collate information from Parishioners. 

7.3 New Footpaths 

New footpath applications are done through County Council and unless it is a proven need, they are unlikely to get priority. 

7.4 Pedestrian Crossing Sign (All Saints Church)
Cllr. Keeble explains that his wife was nearly hit recently at this crossing, by an electric vehicle coming round the corner. She was crossing over from one footpath onto the other footpath across the road. 
Cllr. Goodley explains that lots of walkers use these footpaths, but don’t know about the danger of the road, which also puts them at risk.  

 Action: Clerk to email Erpingham Parish council regarding the flag of the car wash which is causing visual obstruction when pulling out. 




8. Planning Matters
8.1 New Planning Applications 
· Thwaite Hill House 
Council in agreement. 

8.2 Update on Planning Outcomes
· Alby Horse Shoes 
Chair explains that Mr Mills bought the pub which used to be a community hub and started demolition work without any permission for change of use or planning permission.
Chair submitted an objection to the planning department on the 1st July 2025. He then subsequently sent in a corrected objection as the pub was not in fact registered as a community asset.

Action: Clerk to email Sue for the code. 

9. Next meeting date to be agreed 
Thursday 4th December 2025
10. Close of meeting 20.09

                                                                            Signed…………………………                                                              Date………………………
                                         Chairman of Alby with Thwaite Parish Council 





