



ALBY WITH THWAITE PARISH COUNCIL

Draft Minutes of the ALBY WITH THWAITE PARISH COUNCIL meeting on Thursday the 15th of August at 7 PM at the Three Horseshoes, Alby. 

Present: Chairman: W.Cutts, Vice Chair Cllr. Mackenzie 
                Councillors S. Jordan; S. Goodley; C. Knight 
                Clerk: Lottie Ferrier 
                Parishioner: 2

Chair welcomes the councillors and parishioners. 

1. Apologies for absence 

Cllr. McNamara is away in Stratford. 


2. Declarations of interest for items on the Agenda

None 

3. To agree the Minutes of the previous meeting of the 15th May 2024

Chair signs the minutes from the 15th May 2024.


4. Brief Intermission for Parishioner Questions 

None 

5. To agree the following Policies:

5.1 Freedom of Information Policy 
Chair and clerk sign the freedom of information policy.


5.2 Data Protection 
Chair and clerk sign the date protection policy. 
 
6. Parish Matters

6.1 Notice Boards 

The notice boards are discussed. 
The Friends have agreed to swap sides on the Thwaite Common notice board so the Parish Council has the larger side.
Cllr Knight explains she struggled to get all the information up in the Alby notice board as it is only big enough to fit four A4’s. 
The councillors agree that the parish is in need of a bigger notice board. The church notice board was recently made by Charles Matts, who could possibly make a new one for the parish. 
The location of the Alby notice board is discussed and the councillors agree to put the notice board on a stand on Highways ground so that it is no longer on the fence. The council agrees that the new notice board needs to hold at least six A4 documents. 

Action: Cllr. Mackenzie to enquire about cost of recycled plastic notice board. 

6.2 Church Bench 

Cllr. Goodley explains that the church bench was purchased and £500 of which has been reimbursed by the district councillor’s discretionary fund. The bench has not yet been situated. Sean Lock was due to site and fit the bench, however he is now unable to do so. The paving slabs around the designated site for the bench need to be added to, levelled and put back into place. 

Cllr. Goodley has made enquiries with Jason to see if he is able to do the works and explains that he will be paid for his efforts. 

Action: Cllr. Goodley to agree a date in the future with Jason for the bench to be sited and relevant works to be  done. 

6.3 Quiet Lanes 

Chair has had conversations with parishioners about quiet lanes. A notice is to be put up on the notice board with a proposal to explain what the scheme involves and if there is no opposition, the council will proceed to the implementation stage. 

Proposed locations include the north side of Thwaite Common, one sign at the beginning of the lane and one at the end of the lane. Other possibilities include Goose Lane and Holl Road.

Chair explains the scheme is a good one and that the area would benefit from it due to the risk of head on collisions on horse riders and walkers. It has had a favourable response in both Norfolk and Suffolk. 
The funding for the quiet lanes scheme is provided by local Highways on a 5 year plan.

Action: Cllr. Mackenzie to enquire with Saul Penfold about obtaining the funding for quiet lanes.


7. Finance & Outstanding Invoices

Community Account (31st July): £1113.34
Premium Account (14th June): £4856.35
£12.51 interest has been earned 
The only remaining outstanding invoice is for our internal auditor for £50, Cllr. Mackenzie is waiting for his new bank card to arrive. 

8. Clerk Report 

8.1 Information Commissioners’ office 
The parish is now registered with the Information Commissioner’s office.

8.2 Accessibility statement for website 
The parish website has been reviewed for accessibility and an accessibility statement is now available on the website.

9. Planning Matters

                     9.1 New applications to be discussed 
· NNDC TPO (ERPINGHAM) 2024 No.17
TPO/24/1055
Development is currently happening in Alby Common where the TPO has been served. TPO’s can only be given out if the trees are under threat. 


                     9.2 To update on planning outcomes 
· Blacksmiths Lane, new access onto the public Highway between Blacksmith Lane and Thwaite Common
The council has been in communication with the enforcement team Kevin Peacock regarding Blacksmiths Lane, who are sending out some site officers to visit and report back. 
Chair has suggested to the parishioner that he should put in a planning application as no application has been submitted for the new access. 
The concern is that the access is on a 90-degree corner where cars tend to pull over as traffic comes round the bend. 

· Donkey Sanctuary
Chair explains that another application has been submitted which the NNDC are obliged to deal with.  John Toye and the enforcement team have both been informed. 
An application was previously submitted for a donkey sanctuary. The amenity land had ruins on it, however, the ruins have been replaced by a building with a kitchen and wet room which does not have planning permission. The owner received an enforcement notice at the time, yet nothing was enforced and another planning application has subsequently been submitted. 

Cllr. Knight explains that the North Norfolk District Council has a large online application which refers to the previous application (2022). 

Cllr. Goodley states that the building is still in place yet it should have been taken down. The councillors agree that they have not seen a new application. 

Action: Chair to contact John Toye about progress.

       10.  To discuss new councillor application

Chair states that David Keeble has expressed an interest in joining the council. 
Mr Keeble is retired and is keen to give back to the community. He has just started volunteering at a wildlife rescue centre in Bacton. 

Chair explains that in order to become a Councillor, one needs to have been a resident in the parish for at least a year. 
The council is currently putting into place the relevant procedures for a new councillor application.

12. Matters arising not included in Agenda 

Chair discusses the footpaths in Town Green which were overgrown. The properties concerned with the encroaching hedge are properties N.7; N.8 and N.11.
Gael from the maintenance team at Flagship Housing Association has promised that they would send someone to cut them back, however this may need to wait until the end of the nesting season which is from the 1st march 31rst of August. 

Chair asks councillors to keep an eye out for progress and to inform him in due course. 

The complaint from parishioner about FP7 (footpath that goes to Thwaite Church from Weavers Way) has now been resolved as the hedge has been cut. 

Goose Lane, where the verges and hedges are wildly overgrown will also need to be cut after the end of the nesting season. 

Land registry has been contacted in order to retrieve the parish account and find the owner of the overgrown land. Chair has made enquiries but no one knows who owns it. 

Highways have done very little hedge cutting this year. It seems the bigger roads have been cut but the smaller lanes have not. The reason for this may be for wildlife preservation or due to cost cutting.

The mud had been cleared out of both Goose Lane and Middle Hill. 

The flood issues occurring outside Rosebank on Middle Hill were attended to by Highways when the problem had subsided and the water had already dried out. 

Cllr. Knight explains that she has received correspondence regarding her reported issues to Highways which state the problems have been temporarily fixed but need more attention.

Alby crafts footpath has been cut back and is in good order. 

Action: Clerk to find out what the process is for cutting overhanging branches on the road where the boundary is not clear.

The Parish has led a two-year campaign to prevent the mast from being located adjacent to the parish and the Thwaite Common County Wildlife site.  A new mast application has just been submitted for the same location, the only change to the application is the reduced height of the mast (from 30 metres to 25 metres). Cornerstone therefore no longer have to go through the planning process. 

Chair explains that he is meeting John Toye on Monday to discuss the application in order to find a way to put a stop to it. 

Cllr. Goodley states that there is a need for better phone signal. Chair explains that he is not against the technology but against the proposed location of the mast. Cornerstone have been given multiple other locations, which have been rejected out of hand.   

Chair intends to keep opposing the current location on behalf of Thwaite parishioners.

Councillors hope that the new MP Stephan Aquarone might be able to support the parish with the process. 

13. Next meeting date to be agreed 

14th November 2024

14. Close of meeting 

8.17 PM

15. Chairman’s Report. Closed session – no public.


Signed…………………………                                                                            Date………………………

W. Cutts Chairman of Alby with Thwaite Parish Council 



