

Alby-with-Thwaite Parish Council
Minutes of the Council Meeting, May 4, 2016
7.30 pm, Thwaite All Saints

Present: Cllrs. Barry Fitzpatrick, Steven Wade, Stephen Jordan, Will Cutts, James Buchan. 
Clerk: Mrs. Sheila Vince
Visitors: County Cllr. John Timewell and members of the public 

The meeting observed a minute's silence in memory of Reg Simpson, former Parish Clerk, who died in March. 

1. The meeting accepted Cllr. Lesley Hennessey's apology for absence
2. Cllr. Barry FitzPatrick, proposed by Cllr. Wade and seconded by Cllr. Buchan, was unanimously elected Chairman.
3. Cllr. Will Cutts, proposed by Cllr. Buchan and seconded by Cllr. Wade, was unanimously elected Deputy Chairman
4. Cllr. Jordan agreed to serve as Highways and Footpaths Officer for Alby and for Thwaite. Cllr. Wade volunteered to co-ordinate the website for the time being.
5. It was decided to postpone decision on dates of meetings for the year, except the next, which will be held at Thwaite All Saints on Wednesday, June 22, 2016. 
6. There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
7. The minutes of the Council meeting of December 9, 2015 and March 9, 2016 were agreed and signed.
8. Matters arising from the minutes:
i. Planning Application PF/16/0207 for a Potato Store at Alby:
Norman Smith, District Councillor, has confirmed the application will go before the full Planning Committee
ii. Planning Application PF/12/0767, Oaklea, Thwaite Common
The Chairman has written to the District Council asking that it enforce its decision.
iii. Stock-fencing at Thwaite Common
The Chairman reported on meeting held with residents and officials on April 18, 2016 in which the following matters were discussed: the formation of a Friends of Thwaite Common group; the finances of the Management Committee; types of fencing; a survey of ponds and flora; and the cutting of unfenced parts of the Common. 
The Council resolved to erect information boards on the Common at its expense.
9. The meeting was adjourned for public participation. There was lively interest in the present state and future of Thwaite Common. A member of the public objected to concrete balls on the north side of the road by Walpole Barns as a danger. Cllr. Timewell agreed to investigate. There were complaints about the proliferating signage on the A140.  
10. Planning Application PF/16/0402: New windows at 2, Walpole Barns
The Council did not object to or comment on the application.
11. The Financial Officer reported that the Council had funds of £2,803.83 on March 31, 2016. Since then, a Precept payment of £1,200.00 had been received. 
12. It was resolved not to approve the accounts for the year ending March 31, 2016 until they had been reviewed by an internal examiner. The Council agreed to appoint Mr. John Snape as internal examiner and add two new signatories to the bank account.
13. Planning Applications PF/15/1361 (Garden Cottage, Alby Hill) and PF/16/0402 (2, Thwaite Barns) have been permitted. 
The Council decided to renew its insurance policy with the present provider, but to add its assets at their cost of replacement (principally, the two bus shelters on the A140).
14. The retirement of Cllr. John Mims on grounds of poor health leaves a vacancy on the Council. Having advertised the vacancy, it was found that an election was unnecessary. The Council has called for candidates for co-option to present themselves by May 31. Mr. Will Mellor expressed readiness to serve.
The resignation, also on health grounds, of Mrs. Sheila Vince after three years as clerk has left a vacancy. The Council thanked her for her diligent service. The Council is interviewing candidates for the post. 
Mr. Timewell of Norfolk County Council reported on plans to devolve powers to the regions and the impasse reached in East Anglia, and on the Northern Distributor Road. 
The meeting closed at 9.30 pm.
Next meeting: 7.30 pm, June 22, 2016

